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I. INTRODUCTION

On November 9, 1993, the Region 6 Technical Assistance Team (TAT)
was tasked to conduct a site assessment at TRI Container, Inc. in
Catoosa, Rogers County, Oklahoma. On November 6, 1993, vandals
entered the site and released an estimated 400 gallons of waste oil
from a storage tank. Further investigation revealed that
approximately 8,000 drums were also on-site. TAT was directed to
coordinate with state and local officials to arrange site access,
assess public and environmental threats posed by the site, maintain
a logbook and phot©documentation, develop a Site Safety Plan and
QASP, and perform hazard categorization screening procedures to
determine analytical parameters.

II. BACKGROUND

TRI Container, Inc. was a drum manufacturing and refurbishing
facility. It was abandoned approximately one year ago but had been
in operation for 18 years. Drum refurbish operations began in 1975
and stopped eight years ago when the facility began manufacturing
new drums. The owner, Tabb Webb III, is considering bankruptcy and
anticipating the sale of the property. The site occupies
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approximately 10 acres in Sec. 26, T20N, R14E in a industrial
wooaea area surrounded by small hills. The address of the facility
is 17400 E. Young Street, Catoosa, Oklahoma, 74015. A few
residences and businesses are located within 1/4 mile of the site.
There are no major creeks or streams nearby. On-site drainage is
eastward into a wastewater pond.

According to the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
and the Rogers County Emergency Management (RCEM) office, on
November 6, 1993, vandals entered the facility grounds and released
an estimated 400 gallons of waste oil from a 4,000 gallon tank. A
local cleanup contractor removed and stockpiled the contaminated
soil on-site. The waste oil release drew considerable media
attention.

The property contains a large warehouse building divided into a
north and south bay/ two sheds, a large unlined wastewater pond, 10
storage tanks with capacities ranging from 4,000 to 20,000 gallons,
a large vat, and approximately 8,000 drums (shown on map).
Approximately 90% of the drums are empty and the remaining 10%
contain various amounts of product or unknown substances. Many
drums in the warehouse contain paint or other industrial products
in plastic, steel or fiber containers of various sizes. Most drums
stored outdoors are 55 gallon capacity steel drums.

III. ACTIONS TAKEN

On November 9, 1993, TAT met with RCEM Director Jon Tilley to
arrange access to the site and perform a preliminary site
assessment. Approximately 400 gallons of waste oil were released
from a 4,000 gallon tank onto the ground and spread downgradient in
a linear path northward to the perimeter fence (shown on map). A
local cleanup contractor excavated the soil and stockpiled it on-
site. The storage tank appeared to be empty.

Drums stored in the yard were in various stages of deterioration.
Many were open and leaking onto the ground. In some areas, drums
were stacked horizontally up to 10 high, 25 wide and 10 deep. Drum
contents included paint waste, oil, trash and unknown liquids or
solids. Initial field tests using pH paper on selected drums
determined that there were possible corrosives on-site. Markings on
drums included warnings that when empty, the containers may contain
explosive vapors, radioactive class A materials, corrosive,
flammable and combustible materials. Strong acids, bases and other
incompatible materials were staged in close proximity in the
warehouse. The site perimeter chain link fence had several openings
and there was evidence that the site was frequented by trespassers.
TAT investigated off-site drainage pathways and found no direct
evidence of soil contamination or stressed vegetation.

TAT informed the EPA-OSC of the site conditions and discussed
possible future EPA actions for stabilization of the site. On
November 9, 1993, TAT left the site. TAT prepared a work plan,
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which included a sampling plan and addressed repair of the fence,
the posting of warning signs, hazard categorization procedures to
determine analytical parameters, and the subcontracting of an
analytical laboratory.

From November 15 to 18, 1993, TAT and the OSC returned to the site
to perform hazard categorization procedures and collect samples for
laboratory analysis. A total of 32 samples were collected. Drum and
tank sample selection was based upon accessibility and volume
required for analysis. Nineteen samples were collected from drums
outside the warehouse and four were collected from inside the
warehouse. Four samples were collected from storage tanks, two from
the vat, two from the wastewater pond and one (ash sample) from the
furnace in the warehouse (shown on map). Hazard categorization
results (Attachment H) determined analytical parameters of pH,
ignitability, corrosivity, BNAs, TCL metals, pesticide/PCBs and
reactive cyanide be performed for 16 samples.

Analytical results (Attachment I) for the collected samples
determined that TCL metals, BNAs, pesticide/PCBs, and reactive
cyanide were either below standard levels or detection limits. TCLP
chromium analysis for the vat sludge was 28.9 ppb (RCRA limit 5.0
ppm) . Sample results indicated that RCRA characteristic wastes were
on-site. The vat sludge (pH = 1.9) and a drum (sample I ID03)
containing product in the warehouse (pH > 12.5) were RCRA
corrosives. Two samples collected in the warehouse (ID01 and ID02)
were RCRA ignitable (< 70 F).

On January 19, 1994, TAT returned to the site to estimate the
number of drums stockpiled in the yard and stored in the warehouse.
There were 173 containers in the warehouse with capacities ranging
from one to 55 gallons. Approximately 8,000 55-gallon drums are
stored outside on the facility grounds.

On January 20, 1994, the EPA-OSC and TAT attended a meeting with
the property owner, Tabb Webb III, real estate broker Sam Frevert,
and the potential buyers of the site, Frank Gigliotti and Carl
Martin. The buyers wanted to take the necessary actions to
mitigate the immediate threats posed at the site and learn what
liabilities they must assume once the property is in their
possession. The meeting addressed pending EPA removal actions, but
the EPA preferred that all interested parties, including the bank
and other creditors, organize their own cleanup and removal. It was
agreed that all parties would proceed to work out a solution in
which the PRP will organize the removal so the site can remain
operable. The OSC agreed to proceed with an Action Memo, an A.O.C., ̂ V/^c
and coordinate the removal action. -̂--̂..̂^

k*s -̂-'~*On April 13, 1994, TAT returned to the site at the request of the ^7
EPA-OSC to determine if the PRP performed any cleanup activities at %
the site. No evidence of any cleanup was observed. However, drums ̂'
containing paint waste stored near the southwest corner of the site
show evidence of being moved. TAT informed the OSC of the site
conditions and will await further action by the EPA.
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ATTACHMENTS:

A. Site Location Map
B. Site Map
C. Photographs (under separate cover)
D. Negatives (TAT file only)
E. Records of Communication
F. POLREPs f 1 and 2
G. Copy of Logbook pages (1-23)
H. Hazard Categorization Results
I. Analytical Results
J. Analytical QA/QC (TAT file only, under separate cover)
K. Copy of TDD# T06-9311-011 and Amendments A and B
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.SITEtNUHE: TRI GOHTAIHER, INC. TflDI: 106-9311-011 
PNOTOf: 101 PHOTOGRAPHERNNITNESS: NEElEY/tONG/BAHIPAl 
iOAIE: 11/09/93 TItlE: 1035 DIRECTION: SE 
EXCAVATED SOIL STOCKPILE FROH SPILL AREA. 
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SITE NAhE: TRI CONTAINER, INC. TDDf: 106-9311-011 
PHOIOJ: 102 PHOTOCRAPHERNBITNESS: NEELEV/L0NG/8ANIPAL 
lATE: 11/09/93 :TIHE: 1035 ' DIRECHON: SE 
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SITE-iN/IHE: mpNTfllNER^iNC. IDDir TOE-9311-011 
:PH0T0I; .103;::PHOfoCRAPHER\l(IIN£SSr.NE£LEy/lIONG/8/INIPAl 
DATE: 11709/93 UNE: 1036, DIRECTION: S 

.<TAN|{yr-IA.,lSpiLt :OOCURREP;:FROilrVAtVE OiBOTtOH OF TANK. NOTEi 
^NASTE'OIL-RESIDUE,-ON, GRODNO. 
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SITE iHSHE: JRIJONTAIHER, INC. , T00|: T06-9311;flll 

^:PH0T0lr 101 RHOTOGRAPHERXBITNESS: NEELEV/tONG/BflNIPAL 
OATE: 11/09/93 TINE: 1037 DIRECTIOH: NE 
'PAIH^.flF,iPItt.AlONGHRENCHt lOBARO FENCE. 
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SHE NAME: IRI CONTAMR, IHC. IOOI: m-9311-011 
RHOTOI: 105 PHOTOORARHERVtlllNESS: :NEEyE*/10NG/BftHIPAL 
DATE: U/OS/93 IIHE: 1038 OIRECflON: SE 
iEKAVAIED SPILL AREA. 
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SHE NflHE: TRI CONIfllNER, INC. IDDf: 106-9311-011 
PHOTOf: 106 PHOIOGRftPHERXMITNESS: ^NEELEM'ONG/BflNIPftL 
ORIE: 11709/93 illHE: 1038 OIRECflON: SE 
N(IS1EIATER^P0NDS^(LAG00NS) 

N N-2 2 \l 

rj, ^ i 
-4. J 

•••OA 
?-=r 

N 

^V' 

XA 
x'" 





v/ 2yl 

:.~i 

-ijC 

y. >-'s^---, 

TSs./' 

KXv\\ •.^V . J 'X \. •— /• 
yf' ^ 

i-

\ V •• ^. 
•>•1^ -i i 

\.-•\ 
"• -4. 

SITEiNABE: FRI CONffllNER, INC. rOD|: 106-9311-011 

DATE, .il/0.9/93 riHE: 1038 OIRECIION: !• 
;«ASIENAIER.PONOs(iAGOON) 
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SITE HftHE: IRI CONTftlNER, INC. I00|: 104-9311-011 
•PHOTOI: 108 RHOTOGRIIPHERNyiTNESS: NEElEy/LONGZBIINIPfiL.. 
OAIE: 11/09/93 IIHiM039 OIRECIION; NE 
.EKAVATEO SOIL STOCKPILE. 

u U4^0Z N H M-i 

A \ 



- i, 

jkWL 



'% 

\ 

' T \ 

.. . _ 
V:&g>7 

SITE^HftHt: TRI GONTftlNERcIHC. 100|: 106-9311-011 
PHOTOI^' 109 PHOlOGRflPHMllIlNESS: .NEEyEy/LOHGZBftlilPftL 
DATE: 11/09/93 JII1E: 1042 OIREGIION: 

rBAREHOUSE;,INTERIOR, SOUTHBAY. 
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SITE HAHE: IRI COHTAIHER, INC. .JD0l:.Iflt-S3tl-flll 
PHOTOI: 110 PHOTOGRflPHERVmiNESS: NEELET/LONG/BfiNIRAL 
DATE: 11/09/93 . TINE: 1045 DIRECIION: 
lAREHOUSE INTERIOR,.SOUTHBAY. DRUHS CONTAINING-PAINT NASTE, 
CORROSIUESlANOiCAUSTICS. 
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SHE NliHE: [RI CONTfllNER,. INC. TOOf:, T04-9311-011 
PHOIOI: 111 . .PHOTflCRRRHER^NIINESS: lEELEV/EflNG/BflNIML 
DRIE: M/09/93 TINE: 1045 DIREcflliN: 

iHRREHOUSE INFERIOR, SOUrHBAV. ORUH LABELED CORROiSIVE. 
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SITE NAHE: TRI CONTAINER, INC. TOD»: Tfl6-?311-011 
PNOTOl: 112 PHOIOGRAPHERNWINESS: NEEtET/tflNG/BANIPAL 
DATE: 11/09/93 TINE: 10A5 DIRECTION: N 
WAREHOUSE INTERIOR, SOUTHBAY. VARIOUS DRUNS CONTAINING PAINT 
NASTE. 
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SITE NAHE: TRI COflTAINER,, IRC. TODI: IOE-9311-011 
PHOTOJ; 201 PHOTOGRAPHERNRIINESS: NEEEEY/LOHG/BANIPAL 
OAIE: 11/09/93 IIHE: 1050 DIRECTION; E 

DRUMS OUTSIflE OF-NAREHOUSE, S0UTH8AV CONTAINING PAINT NASTE. 
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SITEHNAHE: TRI COHIAIKRWINC. rODI: 106-9311-011 
PHOrOI: 202 PHOtOCRARHERNilirNESS: NEELEVMONG^BANIPAL' 
DATE: 11/09/93, TIKE: 1052 DIRECTION: NE 
SOUTH SIDE Of BAREHOUSE, SOUTHBAT. 
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SITfSS/ltIf: IRI CONIdlNER, INC. inn*- rn/i «QII AI. 

MT" *,''''''''W""«E«- "imwiiwiiMi 
OA It- 11/0J/?3 TINE: 1055 niPrrrrnM- CM 
Mumisiie. m mUKsm (MSTETO) S noM. 
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SIIE^HIIHE;. TRl CONTHNER„.IHC. 1001:106-9311-011 
PHOIOl: 206 PHOlilliRiRHERNRIIIlESS: HEEtEV\tONG\BANIPAt 
OAIE: 11/09/93 IIBE: 1055 OIRECTIOH: S« 
ORUH lASH SHEO. NOTE VATS ANO SLUOGE (lASTE Oil?) ON iPLOOR. 

5N 

-A:.-





J 

X:-:> 

-\ :> 

X-'X 
-,'"""V 

X, 
>V A' XS\-' wr---

-x>\. 
, - "tex. 
V .7v O^ 
'v " Oki 

SITE KftHt: TRI. GOHTAIHER, INC. TDDf: 104-9311-011 
PHOTOlt: 205 PHOIOGRAPHERMIITHESS: HE£LEV\LONG\BftNIPftL 
OATE: 11/09/93 TIHE:, 1056 OIRECTION: SE 
VARIOOS DRUHS ON XEHENI SlABsAREA. 
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SITE llftHE: TRI CONTAINER, .IW. TODI: T0i-93il-011 

•PHOTOI: 206 PHOTOORARHERNiiltNESS: HEELEY\L0NS\8ANIPAL 
DATE: 11/09/93 TIHE: 1058 OIRECTION: .NE 
TANK- 20,000 GALS ? SOUTH SIOE Of NAREHOUSE, SOUTHBAV. 

A: . 
57 97 0.3 MHH-2 2 

--7. ' • 
\-' \ 





•i"! •. '--;v • '••/ / 
-..X 

N. i; 

IC >, Vv 

EltPry,_ 

m. 

•^H-2 2 

Vm: 

.\ 

X.--^'V./ 

.ASZ;h «2-. •> 

\ -
'A'" 

iv-
&A 



•^il 

-^s:: 



•^iC:^ \ 
C55^) 

NCjilA 

• V'"---, /" 

"• " V • •.. I-

V , 
'"Ar-. 

-V , ^^4' 
Slff NANE: [RI conrfliiifB rur 
mm: 

•««»"«.o«rm, s":'J,,,. 
•• -r^, 
W:-CW 

9? i ^ 
•^vX-". 

( . r 

•^^54, 

.x 
\ 
\' 

M X 



X 
•'J 

\ 

r* y 

^;i 



A 

;•• 
•C^ ' •• 

SHE IftHE: IRL CONTAISER, INC. TDD|: 106-9311-011 
PHOIOi: 209 RHOrOGRAPHERMdlNESS: NEELEy\LONG\BflNIPAL 
GATE: 11/09/93 IIHE: 1120 DIRECTION: BONN 
DRUH LABLEO--DANCER CORROSIVE" " 
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SITE MIIE: IRI CONI/UNER. INC. IOD|; 106-9311-011 
PHDTOJ: 210 PHOTflGRflPHERNBITNESS: NEELEALONGi^BANIPOL 
DATE: 11/09/93 IlflE:, 1025 DIRECTION-, nniui 
ORUH LABELED "ATTENTION: OANGERDUS NHEN EHPIlf." 
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SITE MHE: IRI CONIAIKER, INC. TOOf ; 106-9311 flii 

OAII- 11/09/93 TINE: 1135 DIRECIION: onuN 
DRUH EABELED "RftOIOACrHIE - CLASS A UNSIASIE" 
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SITE llftNE: ,TRI CflNIftlllER, INC. TOD|: 106-9311-011 
PHOTO*: ;212, OHflTOGRAPHERNNITNESS: NEEtEV\L0NG\8flNIPAIi 
DATE: .11/09/93 TIHEl 1145 OIREGTION: OONN 
SOIL ON: GRiNO STAINED FROII NEARBY: PILE Of DRUHS. 
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SITE HAKE: IRI CONIAINER. INC. TDD|: 104-9311-011 
^ RHOIOl: 213 PHOIOGRAPHER\NIiNESS: NEElEy\i;ONG\BANIPAL 

DAIE: 11/09/93 TINE: 1150, OIRECnON: B 
LEAKING DRUHS IN VARIOUS SIAGES Of 'OETERIORAriON. 
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SITE NAHE: TRI CONTAINER, INC. TOOt: 106-9311^011 
PHOTOI: 301 RHOTOGRAPHERVNIINESS: NEELEYMONGVBANIPAL 
DATE: 11/09/93 TINE: 1200 DIRECTION: : 
ORUH LABEEED CAOSTIC SOOA IN;POOR CONDITION, NAREHOUSE NORTHBAY. 
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SITEiSflHE: TRI CONTAINER, INC. TDD|: T0A-93I1.011 
PHOTOJ: 302 RHPTOGRAPHERNNITNESS; NEELEV\L0NG\B1IPA'L 

.DATE: -11/09/93 TINE: 1205 DIRECTION: 
iORDHS FULL AND lABECEO ^fLAHHABlE" 
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SITE MlillE: FRI CONTAINER, INC. lOOJ: T04-931l-flii 
PHOTO*: 303 PHOTOCRAPHERXNITNESS: NEEIEVMONC^NIPAL 
DATE; 11/09/93 TINE: 1207 DIRECTION: 
HAREHOIiSE INTERIOR.iNORTHBAT. 
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T00»: 106-9311-011 SITE NOHE: TRI CONTAINER, INC. 
PHOTOS: 304 PHOTOGRAPHERXHITNESS: NEELEY\LONG\BANIPAL 
DATE: 11/09/93 TINE: 1207 DIRECTION: 
NAREHOUSE INTERIOR, N0RTH8AY. 
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SITE NAHE: IRI CONTAINER, INC. TOD|: T06-.9311-011 
PHOTOA: 305 PHOTOGRAPHER\NITNESS: NEEIEVVLONGNBANIPAL 
DATE: 11/09/93 TINE: 1700 DIRECTION: SU 
ORUHS STAGED ON PROPERTV CONTAINING VARIOUS AHOUNTS OF BASTE. 
NOIE STAINED SOIL. 
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SHE NftHE: TRI COHTRINER, INC. TDD|: TOS-9311-flll 
PHOTOl: 306 PHOIOGRIIPHERMIIINESS: NEELEy\LONG\BANIPftL 
OAIE: 11/09/93 TINE: 1705 DIRECTION: N 
VAT IN DRUHiNASH SHED. 
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SITE NAHE: IRI CONTMNER, INC. TDDI: 106-9311-011 
PHOTOf: 307 PHOtOGRflPHER\«ITNESS:,.NEELEy\LflNfi\B/lNlPftL 
DATE: 11/09/93 riNE: 1710 DIRECTION: NU^ 
FENCE NORTHNEST SIDE OF FACILIIV PflRTIflLiy TORN OOHN. 
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lODf: Tfl6:-93U-01l SITE HAHE: TRI CONTAINER, INC. 
PHDTDi: 308 RHOTOGRAPHERMITNESS: NEELEKMONGNBANIPAL 
DATE: 11/09/93 IIHE: 1711 DIRECTION: SE 
LOADING DOCK FOR TRI CONTAINER, INC. NEST SIDE OFiNORTHBAy 

'NAREHOUSE. 
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TDDl: TOi-9311-011 SITE M/IHE: TRI CONTAINER, INC. 

PHOTO}: 309 PHOTOGRAPHER\UITNESS: NEECEV\l:ONG\BANIPAl 
DATE: li/09/93 TIHE:1712 OIRECTION: H 
HOLE IN FENCE GATE AT NORTHEASf SIOE OF FACILITY. 
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SITE HflHE: TRI CONTAINER, INC. TDD|: 106-9311-011 
PHOTOI: 310 PHOTOGRARHERmTNESS; NEElEyXLONGNBANIPAL 
DATE: 11/09/93 TIHE: 1715 DIRECTION: SE 
VIEB OF SITE FROH VOUNG STREET. 

\ 

o;-?—1 

H M N-2 2 

\ X-..-

vAN, 
r* :\ 

r 
\ 

1 , 



T 



& oiiA r-"- _ 

SITE. NMEI'HTIII CONTAINER, INC. TDDI,: 106-93114011 
PHOIMT 401 PHOTOiORftPHEfiXtllTNESS: NEEtEVXIiiNftNIflftt 
DATE: . 11/16/93 TINE: 0805 DIRECTION: 
OROH SAKPIE 0005 
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SIIEiNAIIE: TRI .CONTAINER, INC. TOOf: TOA-0311-011 
RH0I0i:''402 RHOTOGRAPHERNNITNESS: NEEtEY\tONG\BANIPAL 
DATE: n/16/93 TINE: 0807 DIRECTION: 
DRUH SAHPtE ODOG 
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Sllf llflHE: im eONTfllNER, INC. 
PHOIOt: 403 :PHflrOGIlliPi|ERNNIT| 
DATE: ll/ic/?3 IINE: 0808 
ORIIK SpiES-0007 ANO 0008 

TDDR: 106-9311-011 
!S: NEEIiEniiONG\8ANIPAl 
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TODI: T06:-9311-flll SITE H/IHE: .JRI :C0NIAINER,4NC. 
RHOTOII: 405 'PHOiOGRARHERXjlHNESS: NEEEEniONG^BflNiPAL 
DATE: 11/16/93 IIliE: :G811 DIRECTION: SE 
DRUK SAMPLES 0010 AND 0011 
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TDDJ: T0J^9311r011 SITE-'IAHE: TRI-CONTftlNER, INC. 

PHOTOI: 407 PHpiOGRAPHERMdTNESS: NEEliEYXEoiMtliPAi 
DATE: 11/16/93 TINE: 0814 OIREGTION: 611 
DRUH SAHPIE 0012 
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SITE^HAHE: TRI^COHTAIIIERi, INt. 1001: T06-«lh011 
PHOTOR: 40i' ;PHOTOCRAPHER\illNESS: NEEEEmONGNBAIIIPftl 
OATE: 11/16/93 HUE: 0816 OIRECTION: NM 
ORUH SAHPLE 0013 
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SITE NAHE: TRI CONTAINER,JNC. .TDOR: T04-9311-011 
PHOIflJ: 410 PHOIOGRAPHER\«rTNESS:'NEEEEY\l.()NG\BANI^ 
DATE: 11/1(5/93 TINE: 0819 DIRECTION: N 
DRUN*E0D14 

— 
> V \ 

, o'. ' --
\ 

IJj'lh 

'^=r:=t 





.1 \ ̂ 

^V'^ J 

.' \ 1 

• V 

SITE HAHE: TRIjCONTAINER, INC. TODJ: T06-9311;flll 
PHOTOI: ::4j;i ,;PHOTdGRAPHEi?\llIINESS: NEELEY\tONG\BftNlPAL 
DATE: ll/U/93 TIHE: 0820 OIRECIION: E 
ORUH SARPLE 0015 
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SITE NAHE: IRI CONTAINER, INC.. T00|:,T04.9311-011 
PHOIOl: 412 PHGTOGRlAPHERMilfNESS: NEELEVXlioSHIPAL 
DATE: ll/li/93 IIHE: 0824 DIRECTION: » 
ORUH SAHPIE 0004 
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SITE NAKE: TRI COHTAINER, INC. TDDi: 106-9311-011 
PHOTOf: 413 PHOTOGITAPHER^MITNESS: NEELEYM0NG\BAHIPAL 
DATE: 11/16/93 TINE: 0826 DIRECTION: N 
DRUN SAHPLE OD03 
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SHE NAME: TRI COHTAINER, ,INC. TODJ: 104-9311-011 
PHOlOt: 414 ;PHOIOGRAPHER\»nHESS; .IIEElE9\L0NG\BftSiPAL 
DATE: 11/14/93 TIHE: 0830 DIRECTION: 0 
DRUN SAHPLE.OOOZ 
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SITE HftHE: TRI GONTfllNER, INC. TODJ: TOtr.SSlbDll 
PHOTOI: 417 :PHOrOGRi>PHER\Nnil0S: ;iEELET\L()NG\BflNM 
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SITE'HAIIE: IRIisCOIITAISER,.-IHC. TOOJ: 106:9311^011 
PHOIOJ: 421 • PHOIOGRiPHER\»ril(ESS: NEEL£y\tOHG\BilPAl 
DATE: 11/16/93 TIRE: 0906 DIRECTION: SB 
WI READY FOR SABPiailG 
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SHE'NflNE: TRI COSTfllNERrlNC. IOD|: TOfemi-OU 
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Date: November 23, 1993
From: John Martin, OSC
To: Director, ERB and Region 6
Subject: TRI Container

Catoosa, Rogers County, Oklahoma
POLREP: 01 INVESTIGATION

I. BACKGROUND

Site #: 7S CERCLIS No: OKDO70040589
NPL status: non-NPL Response Authority: CERCLA
ERNS #: 206781

II. SITUATION:

On November 6, 1993, vandals entered the TRI Container site and
released the contents of a 4,000 gallon tank. Local and state
officials responded to the scene and the released was secured. A
contractor was used to excavate contaminated soil and consolidated
on-site. Upon further investigation of the abandoned drum
reconditioning facility, it was discovered that more than 5,000
drums were left on-site. While many of the drums were empty, some
contained paint wastes and others contained unknown materials.
Some of the drums were leaking. The situation aroused considerable
media attention.

TRI Container is located at 17400 E. Young, Catoosa, OK 74015
(latitude 36°11'10" and longitude 95°47'15"). The five acre site
is located a industrial area with some residences within a quarter
mile. The site is situated on high ground in a hilly and wooded
terrain.

III. ACTIONS TAKEN:

On November 8, TAT were tasked to visit the site to further
evaluate the immediate threat posed by the abandoned site. Their
observations included; several drums labeled "corrosive" and
"flammable", six storage tanks with oily contents, several openings
in the fence, and evidence that the site is frequented by
trespassers. There are three unlined surface impoundments on-site
with little freeboard. Most of the site's drainage appears to pass
through these impoundments.

The evening of November 9, the OSC contacted the property owner via
phone. He stated that the facility began operations as a drum
refurbisher in 1975 and that they began manufacturing new drums in
1981. They quit refurbishing drums about 6-7 years ago and the
site was abandoned about one year ago. He verbally granted EPA
site access and stated that he would cooperate in any manner that
he could except financially. Currently, he is going through
bankruptcy proceedings.



During the week of November 15, the OSC and TAT visited the site to
collect samples. Thirty samples from various areas of the site
(drums, vat, soil, tanks, sediments, etc.) were taken for
conducting the Haz Catting procedures. The Haz Cat screened and
characterized each sample, which the results were used to
determined analytical parameters. Sixteen samples were sent for
laboratory analysis.

IV. FUTURE PLANS:

Pending the results of the laboratory analysis, further site
characterization needs will be determined and the site will be
evaluated as a potential removal action. ODEQ has written a letter
requesting ERB's assistance in the abatement of the pollution found
at the site.

TAT: Rick Neeley
Status: Pending
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Date:
From:
To:
Subject:

POLREP:

I. BACKGROUND

Site #:
NPL status:
ERNS #:

II. SITUATION:

November 23, 1993
John Martin, OSC
Director, ERB and Region 6
TRI Container
Catoosa, Rogers County, Oklahoma
02 INVESTIGATION

7S
non-NFL
206781

CERCLIS No: OKDO70040589
Response Authority: CERCLA

On November 6, 1993, vandals entered the TRI Container site and
released the contents of a 4,000 gallon tank. Local and state
officials responded to the scene and utilized a local contractor to
secure the release. The site is a former drum refurbishing and
manufacturing facility that was abandoned about one year ago.
Remaining on-site are thousands of drums, three unlined surface
impoundments, and a large building. TRI Container is located at
17400 E. Young, Catoosa, OK 7401S (latitude 36»11'10" and longitude
95° 47 '15") . The c£3v£>acre site is located in an industrial area
with some residences) within a quarter mile.

On November 8, TAT visited the site to evaluate the situation.
Their observations included; several drums labeled "corrosive" and
"flammable", six storage tanks with oily contents, several openings
in the fence, and evidence that the site is frequented
trespassers. There are approximately 8,000 drums wit
that have contents. During the week of November 15, the OSC and
TAT visited the site to collect samples. Thirty samples from
various areas of the site (drums, vat, soil, tanks, sediments,
etc.) were taken for conducting the Haz -catting procedures. The
Haz Cat screened and characterized each sample, ut&eh the results
were used to determinê  analytical parameters. Sixteen samples
were sent for laboratory analysis. The lab analysis indicated that
are RCRA corrosive materials and flammable liquids stored together
in a room of the large building. Outside materials sampled showed
only the vat liquid (pH 1.9) to be a RCRA characteristic waste.

III. ACTIONS TAKEN:

On January 20, 1994, the OSC and TAT met with the property owner
(Tabb Webb III), a real estate broker (Sam Frevert), and potential
buyers of the site (Frank Gigliotti & Carl Martin) to discuss the
pending removal action. The potential buyers are interested in
conducting the necessary actions to mitigate the immediate threats
posed at the site. They are planning to open a business at the
site but are concernJabout how to proceed (if possible) to gain
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ownership of the abandoned facility and what liabilities that they
must assume. The property owner has not yet filed for bankruptcy,
therefore a removal action may be conducted under an A.O.C. if all
other interested parties (the bank & other creditors) could be
figured into a solution. If not, the property will most probably
be another unrecoverable expenditure of Superfund monies, the
property's building will become more inoperable (decay) over time
as it will not be saleable, and all parties will "lose out".

iv. FUTURE PLANS:
As this was an initial meeting to discuss the pending EPA removal
action, all parties will proceed to work out a solution where the
PRP organizes a cleaned-up and the site could remain a place of
operation. The OSC will proceed with an Action Memo, an A.O.C.,
and coordinate ajtf removal action to mitigate the threat posed at
the site. /A

TAT: Rick Neeley PM
Status: Pending
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ROGERS COUNTY &
CITY OF ClAREMORE

219 S MBSOUII
Room B-l 11

Claiemoie. OK74017
918/341-4233

JON M TILLEY, DIRECTOR
(CD 1500)
HOMEPII 5432743

PAGER 646-1397
MOBILE 638 1538 E & E Job Number

Telephone Code Number.

ROGERS COUNTY &
CITY OF CLAREMORE

219 S Missouri
Room B-l 11

Claiemcxe OK 74017
918/341-4233

LONNIE BALDWIN, OPERATIONS
(CD 1503)
HOMEPH 371 3422 PAGER 646-1349

Site Name

City/State

7

ENVIFK»SOLVE
Providing Waste Management Solutions

J. SCOTT LOGAN
President

2131 Soulh Rosedala Avr-nue
Tulsa Oklahoma 74107

(9)8)5879664
TAX (918) 587 5817
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Start/Finish Date ////9/f3
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E & E Emergency Response Center. (716) 684-8940

E & E Corporate Center (716) 684-8060

MEDTOX Hotline (501) 370-8263

E & E Safety Director (Home) (716) 655-1260 •
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